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Ou are defived in as ferious a manner as 
poffible, before the next Faft-day to re- 
folvue this Queftion : Whether {uch 


Queft. 1. 


Thouchts, Words, Adions, or Recreations as are finful on 
a Sabbathediy, becaufe*tisa Sabbath, be not alfo finful on 
a Fafl-day becaufe “tis a Fajft, that is, on fuch a Faft as law- 
ful Authority bas now called us 10 ? —~Or thus : Whether we 
‘may ule any Trade or Recreation on any part of thefe Fa/t-days, 
ary more than if it were a Lords-day, or Chriftian Sabbath ? 
In jour Anfwer you are defired to explain thele Scriptures, 
Levir. 23. from 26. to 3g. Hatah 58. 13, 14. and on com- 


paring em to give your Fudgment whether the chief Drift of 


this in Laiah bea weekly Sabbath or a fafting Sabbath, be- 
caule chat Fajt in Leviticus és alfocall'd a Sabbath ? 

Anfw. That this approaching Fait 1s indicted by Law- 
ful Authority, none can deny but thofe who don’t de- 
ferve its prorefion, nay, fuch-as are for the moft part 
equally Traytors co the Kings of Earth and Heaven. 
That thefe monthly Fafis are not Fanatical, or owing 
their rifeto the late times, as jome of the fame wife 
men wou'd perfwade us, who wou'd follow the Exam- 
ple of thofe chey hate, ind rejeét a good thing meerly 
becaufe ic has been made ule of by thoie who don’t 
pleale’em, as is ; ‘ain to any who can but think as far 
back as K. Charles I. who firlt commanded thefe ftated 
Fifts, and that for the very fame Caufe they were re- 
newed bythe preient Government, the Reduction of 
Treland, as may be feen 1 Cox's Excellent Hiltory. 

To che Pinch of the prefent Queftion, Whether fuch 
Thoughts, Words or Recreations as are finful oa a Sab- 
bath becaufe’tis a Sabbath, be not alfo finful on a Faft-day 
becaufe ’tis a Faft,@rc ? We think in fome fence it not 
only holds, but even yet more, we mean that fome 
Thoughts, Words and Actions may be lawful on an ordi- 
nary Sabbath-day which are not fo ona Faft: For 
Example, moderate feaftirz, and fuch a fober cheerfulne/s 
as is not inconfiitenc with the Holineis of the Day : 
( for Holy we muit believe it, and think. thofe at leaft 
as Criminal who wou'd unhaliow Time, as thofe who 
Gu the sike with Place, ) But in a Faft-day we are to af- 
fligt both our Souls and our Bodies, by fuch a degree 
of Abftinence as will beft fic us for the higheft Aéts of 
Devotion. And the Confequence is yet ftronger, that 
ftill much leis ought we to ufe any Trade, ec. becaufe 
the whole Day is by that Authority, which has at 
leaft P Jace and even all Time too except a feventh part, 
at its di polal ia Religious Matters, ftrictly and folemn- 
ly fet apart, confecrated and devoted to Gods Service, 
to invoke is Pity and Pardon, of which he knows we 
have but coo much need, it being perfect Sacriledge, 
and a roobing of God to difpofe of this Sacred Time 
to any other ufe. Not that we here wou'd afhrm, 
that any Time of mans Defignation and appropriation to 
Divine Worihip is equally Sacred with that of Gods 
own immediate Appointmeut: However the Obligation 
is even here fo ftrong, as none but a delperate Man 
will attempt to break thro’ tt, fince Fafting being in it 
felfa Dury, where Circu nftances require it, twou'd be 
very hard if it {hou’t be thoaght jefs a Dutv, where 
Authority has enjoyn’dit. Some difpute its true there 
may be about the Time, Extent or Duration of this 
Faft, when it ought to end, whether with the Day, 
at Sunfet, or immediately atter Evening Service. Ie 
feems to us, by the general practice of Good men, both 
of our own Communion, and others, that ’tis clos’d at 
Evening Service, after which moft Perfons are us’d to 
take fome fore of light Refection: But for the way of 
Fafting obferv’: by many Families, only to go to 
Church in the Mornjng, come home again to Dinner, 
and to play in the Afternoon, 'tis tuch a pleafant fort 
of an Abjtinence, that verily it ‘twere not for the Name 


ont, People might as well not Faft at all, it being 
fuch an Expedient as we dare fay never enter’d into the 
Head of the Primitive Chrijtians ; and we'd fain know 
what they cou’d do more on other Holidays, unle(s they 
carried their meat to Church, and feafted even while 
there, like fome of the Ancients. A true Religious 
Faft, isin Our Opinion, a total abftinence from meat 
and drink as far as confifts with the prefent flate of 
our Bodies, in order to humble our Seuls before God 
with the utmoft intention of Mind, and fervour of De- 
votion, thereby to avert his fear’d or threaten’d An- 
ger. But We with the true Resfon why we have {o 
little true Fafting, and People are fo little in earneft 
therein, be not becaufe they think Almightly God is noc 
in earneft in his Fudgments, but that hell forgive aad 
fave without Repentance, and do all, thé we do nothing, 
wherein We heartily With we mayn’t foon find our 
felves fatally miflaken; whereas on the contrary, We 
believe there hardly ever was any Nation, Turk, Jew, 
Chriftian or Heathen, that by folemn fafting attempted 
to Atone Heaven, and divert a Temporal or Nationa! 
Calamity, but they obtain’d what they defir’d — Nineveh 
is famous, We might give others nearer home, ( but 
don’: defign to foreftall Peoples going to Church by our 
Penny Sermon) one we can't omit, which feems to us 
very remarkable, and ’cwas what happen’d in our own 

ge, but a few Years fince: When the Turks were in 
the lowe/t Condition, after their Lofs at Vienna, and as 
we remember, the long Rua Prince Lewis had amoneft 
‘em as far as Niffz, when their- Affairs feem’d at the 
loweft Ebb that perhaps they've e’re, bin at fince the Or- 
toman Family afcended the Throne, they indiéted one of 
the moft folemn Fafts we've read ot, throwing them- 
felves on the ground in vaft numbers, and invoking the 
mercy of Heaven on themfelves and their Empire, the 
Grand Signior himfelf in Perfon affifting init; and whe- 
ther th.s was in vain, all Chriftendom may fince witnefs, 
that Empire making an unexpected ftand, and clear- 
ing it felt again when it feem’d at the very brink of 
Ruine. 

For the Texts in the Queftion, ’tis plain the former, 
Levit. 23. from 26. to 32. eelate to a Religious Faft, the 
Rules of which are vu. 28, 29, 3° Te fhall dono Work in 
that {ame day, fortis a day of Attonement : Whatfoever Soul 
it be that fhall not be afflicted in.that day, whatfoever Soul 
it be that doth any iWork in that day, will I deftroy from a- 
mong bis People: (What then do thole Wretches de- 
ferve, who impudently and prefumptuoufly {pend this 
Day, like the Lord’s Day it felf, in teafting and carou- 
fing, in a publick and avow’d oppofition to the Laws 
of God and Man; but the former will find ’em out, if 
the latter either can’t, or the bafenefs of Officers let’s 
‘em efcape unpunifhed, for that fuch Monfters there 
have been we are morally certam, and don’s much doubt 
but there will be in the approaching Falt, as well as 
others: But it they will Damn themfelves, let ic be by 
themtelves, We have no reafon I’m fure to follow their 
Example, the only accidental Good they do being to 
provoke Heaven to fink yet lower their abandon’d Caufe 
andthem.) We believe all honeft Mil//amites will for- 
give this long zealous Parenthefis, for which there’s fo 
much Reafon, We go on and dilmifs this in Levit. after 
we have oblery’d with the Querift, that this Faft 
iscall’d a Sabbath, and that twice following in the 32, 
vy. It fhall be to you a Sabbath of refez Aud agen, Ye fhall 
celebrate your Sabbath. And it’s as plain, that inthe o- 
ther place, I/a.58. The Sabbath there, to the obferva- 
tion whereof fo many great Bleffings are promis’d, isno 
other but a Faft ; and according!y that Chapter is often 
appointed by our Church for the firft Leffon on days of 
Fa{ting and Humiliation, which ic does proper/y, and ue 
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this Sabbath was no other than a Faff, ( tho’ We confefs 
We learnt that Notion firft from our Querift ) We think 
is very plain, to any Man who reads the whole with 
Application — to inftance in one or two places — that a 
Fa/t is {poken of in this Chapter, appears among others 
trom the 34. V. inthe very Terms, Wherefore have we 
Fafted, fay they? That this Fa was the fame with the 
Sabbath mention’d in the 2 laft Verfes, appears not only 
from the drift of the whole, @’c. but clearly from an 
Expreffion twice repeated in v.13. which ’tis granted 
treats of a Sabbath ; ‘tis that of doing thy Pleafure, and 
finding thy own Pleafure; which if they do not on the 
Sabbath, Bleflings are Promis'd ‘em — but v. 3. is the 
felfame Phrafe, “‘In the Day of your Faft you find Plea- 
© fure, as well as exact all your Labours — which find- 
ing Pleafure is oppos‘d to that Affliction both ot Soul 
and Body requir’d on {uch a Solemnity. And now, if 
there‘s any need on‘'t, We beg the Reader's Pardon for 
having been fomething leng, bute We hope not tedious, 
on lo weighty an Occafion. 

Queft. 2. from a Lady. } There is a Difficulty in St. 
John 20. which I cannot refolve, nor have all the Com- 
mentators I have met with {atisfy’d me in it, and that is 
concerning the Manner of our Saviour’s appearing to his Dif- 
ciples, the Doors being fhut. We know he had a real, 
not a tantaftical Body, from St. Luke 24. 39. where he bids 
his Difciples handle and {eehim, for a Spirit bad not Fleth 
and Bones us he bad. How is it then, that having 4 real 
Body he appear'd after the manner of a Spirit ; for methinks 
there is an Emphafis laid on thofe Words ( the Doors being 
fhur. "] Do glorified Bodies then obtain the Nature of Spi- 
rits, and become penetrable by other Bodies? — Excufe 
me, I've read no Metaphyfics, if I fhou'dn’t expre{s my {elf 
in fo proper Terms, I hope you'll make a fhift to underftund 
my meaning. 

Anlw. Nature and good Genius are better Metaphyfiti- 
ans than Thomas or Suarez, nor have you any need, 
Madam, of an Excufe tor what needs not, nor eafily 
can be mended. To your Queftion — tho’ We have 
formerly taken {ome Notice of it from another Hand, 
you urge it fo much clofer, chat We think it worth the 
while once more to confider it. "Tis agreed by all bur 
a few hair-brain’d Hereticks, that our Saviour’s Blefled 
Body was not fantaftical but real, both before and after 
his Re(urrefion : But the main of the difficulty feems to 
lye here, Whether it might not have fome Properties 
ufually afcrib’d to Spirits, which other Bodies have not, 
nay, which perhaps that it felf had not, ufually at lealt 
before the Refurredion ? Particularly, whether on our 
Saviour’s Appearance to his Difciples, the Doors being 
fout, it does not neceffarily follow that he came zhroug/) 
the Doors, and fo that his Body was penetrable, that two 
Bodies may be at the fame time in the fame place, and 
that for all this Abfurdity we may believe Tranfubjtan- 
tiation, Fir{t then for the Scripture it felf, which if We 
can’t get clear of, tis in vain to go any furthes — We 
confe{s chere is an Emphafis plainly laid on the Jov Sueay 
KeKhaTURVOV — Sag Doors being fhut | fince "twas that 
very thing made the Miracle. One way of getting clear 
is by faying he came in before the Doors were fhut, and 
remain’d there invifible till he pleas'd to difcover him- 
felf ; but this We doubt won’e reach the full import of 
the Words, becaufe ‘tis faid after the fhutting of the 
Doors is mention’d— 4aSev 6 Iioes — and in the 26. 
Eerdlat 5 Ieass — The Doors being fhut Fefus came —the 
manner of whofe coming muft be enquir’d into, which 
muft neceflarily be one of thefe two, either by penetra- 
ting the Door, and coming thro it, or opening it inwif- 
bly after they had fhut it, for thro’ the Door or Door/ted 
he mutt certainly come : Now that he came not by Pe- 
neiration We think We can prove, firft from the Scrip- 
ture it felf, and then from Reajon and the Impoffibility of 
the thing in its own Nature. Our Argument grounded 
on Scripture is this —Suppofing the penetrability of Bo- 
dies pofible, yet the fame Body can’t be penetrable and 
impenetrable at the fame time, nor can thofe two abio- 
jute contrarys, nay, contradiétions, be in the fame fub- 
jeét: But at the time of the Appearance of our Saviour 
to his Difciples, it appears plainly trom the Text that 
his Body was impenetrable, which if he came thro’ the 
Door mutt be penetrable ; this appears from his bidding 


Thomas “Thruft his Finger into his Hand, and his Hang 
“into his Side, the Wounds it’s probable being Jarge e. 
nough, as made by great Nails, and a broad-hbeaded Spear 
Now a Wound is a Diffolution of Continuity— there mui} 
therefore be fomething folid about thefe Wounds, other. 
wife the Saint cou’d never have felt em : Nor can it be 
faid that our Saviour’s Body was fometimes penetrable, at 
others impenetrable, becaufe the Affertors of its penetra. 
bility make that the Property of his {piritual Body, and Pro- 
perties can’t like Cloaths be put off and onat Pleafure. 
Befides, according to their Notion, the Door muft be 
penetrable as well as our Saviour’s Body, tor penetratrion 
implies a mixture, and that muft be mutual, at which 
rate here’s a New Miracle found out, a (piritusl Door too 
by which the Heretick’s Inftance wou’d be quite {poil’d, 
and I am a Door as litterally true as This is my Body ; a 
yet unheard of fort of Tranfubjtantiation. ; 

Now for Realon — a Body can’t obtain the Nature of 
a Spirit, for then “twou'd be invifible as well as impal- 
pable, and that properly not accidentally — Nor cana Spi- 
rit obtain the Nature of a Body, fince in Apparitions ’tis 
Body that we fee, not Spirit, any more than we fee] 
the Soul of a Man when we fhake him by the Hand — 
that Body which the Spirit forms to it felf to appear in 
unlefs it has fome Corporeal Vehicle, as others affirm. 
But hence it may be Objected, that one Property of Bod; 
particularly our Saviour’s and St. Peter’s, ad been fu- 
fpended, namely their Gravity, they not finking in the 
Water — why not then another, namely, impenetrabitity 2 
We Antwer — Gravitation 1s but a Quality, or refpeéct 
of Body to Body, and the fame Body is capable of being 
render‘d lighter or beavier ; as for Example, fuch a Co- 
lumn of Air which fometimes bears a greater proportion 
to the Mercury than at others ; but Impenetrability or 
actual quantitative Parts is of the very Effence of Matter 
and at the fame time we conceive of one we include the 
other : Befides, twas no Contradifion in Nature, that 
the Water fhou'd be either render’d a few Degrees more 
buoyant tor our Saviour and St. Peter, or that an Angel 
fhou'd {upport ’em by his kylarchic Power, or that Com- 
mand the fuperior Nature has over the Inferior, Spirit over 
Matter — But no Angel in Heaven can make a thing be 
and not be, exist and not exif in the fame place at the 
fame time, or two folid Bodies Exift coextended with 
each other. Much eafier was’t for our Blefled Lord to 
open the Door fo fuddenly and imperfeétly as that the 
Motion fhou’d fly both the Sight and Ears of his Difci- 
ples, efpecially if their Eyes were held — éxed]évJo — 
much in the fame manner with the two Difciples, who 
even tho’ they faw him cou’d not know him; or as the 
Jews, thro’ the midft of whom ( the Croud of ’em, by 
their Sides {ure, not thro‘ their Bodies) he mcre than 
once pats‘d and vanifh‘d out of their fight — And thus 
much of this Curious Queftion. 


Adberti{ement. 


ee Lixir Stomachicum : Or, the great Cordial Elixir for the 
Stomach ; of a delicate Flavour, and pleafant bitterifh 
Tafte : Not Purging, but Cordial only; io be drank at any 
time, ( but efpecially im a Morning ) in any Liquor, as Ale, Tea, 
Mum, Canary, White-Wine, A Dram of Brandy, &c. It makes 
the beft Purlin the Woildin Ale, and in Canary, Tedy &c. very 
pleafant and wholfome, far exceeding Purl made of Wormwood, which 
( being fo bot and drying) hurts the Sight, and drys the Blood very 
much : This having the Quintefcence of all the Ingredients of the bit= 
ter Draughtin it, and many other excellent Stomachicks brought inte 
a fmall quantity, as that 30 or 49 Drops is a Dofe ; you may make it 
at your pleafure in a Glafof White-Wine, Tea, or other Liquor ; it 
procuresa good Appetite, helps Digeftion, expels all Wind, Streng- 
thens the Stomach, purifizs the Blood, and deftroys the Scurvy, with 
many ot hey Virtues mentioned in the Bills given wiih it; but thefe 
fix things (especially) it does beyond belief, withont you experience 
it. Price Ore Shilling each Bottle. 

It 5 10 be Sold by Mr. John Dunton at the Raven in the Poul- 
trey ; and at thefe Cofee-houles, Viz Symonds-Inn in Chan- 
cery-Lane, at Vigure‘s in the Old Pallace-Yard, Weftiminfter, 
Victualling-Office at Tower-Hill, Man‘s at Charing-Crofs, Effex 
at Whitechappel, North‘s ix King-{treet by Guild-Hall, Richardés 
at gTemple-bar, Smythers in Thames-{treet, Will‘s in Covent 
Garden, Blacketts at Spittle-fields, Wefts at the Poftern in Al- 
dermanbury, John‘s im Fuller‘s Rents, Buckeridge‘s without Al- 
derfgate, Hamet‘s.az London-bridge, Brown's at Wapping Old. 
ttairs, John‘s by the Kings-bench, Jonathan‘s in Exchange Alley 
Smith‘s at Lambeth, by the Church, Cleve‘s at Greenwich, by the 
Church ,; by Mr. Tho. Collet. Fun. near the Hermitage, Tebacco- 
mift; Mr. Leavinfton , Fruiterer at the Royal Exchange, and 
Tho. Howkins i# George-yard in Loaiierd-lrees. 
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